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Despite emphasis on new media, leaflets still 
most common form of election contact



Using crowdsourced info to study variation in 
messaging



Building the dataset

ÅPython-scraping to gather images, meta-information 

ÅSome leaflets discarded (local elections, incomplete leaflets)  

ÅMajor, widely-competitive parties 
ÅCON, LAB, LD, UKIP, Greens, and SNP

ÅAdditional (manual) coding
Å21 policy dimensions (UK Policy Agendas Project) 
ÅCandidate traits 
ÅImages 
ÅMention of opposing parties/candidates 



Distribution of leaflets

2015 2017

Party Count (%) Count (%)

Conservative 750 (23) 364 (28)

Green 373 (11) 107 (8)

Labour 891 (27) 406 (31)

Lib Dem 727 (22) 361 (28)

SNP 96 (3) 24 (2)

UKIP 467 (14) 53 (4)

Total 3,304 1,315

Seats 429 (68) 242 (38)

ÅNo significant political 
differences between samples 
and omitted

ÅBut some expected differences 
ÅSocio-demographics

ÅPopulation density

ÅEngagement



Correlation between no. of party leaflets and 
BES leaflet contact in seat (%)

Party 2015 2017

Conservative 0.18 0.17

Labour 0.28 0.22

LibDem 0.47 0.40

SNP 0.56 0.39

Green 0.46 0.44

UKIP 0.21 0.24

All correlations statistically significant at p<0.01



Conservative - % of leaflets mentioning issue



Labour - % of leaflets mentioning issue



LD - % of leaflets mentioning issue



UKIP - % of leaflets mentioning issue



Green - % of leaflets mentioning issue



2017 leaflets with a photo of the party leader



Leaflets with a photo of the party leader



More leader ҦLess candidate

Candidate 
Mentioned(%)

Con 2017 70
2015 88
Change -18

Lab 2017 86
2015 75
Change +11



How much emphasis on candidates?

Candidate 
Mentioned(%)

Name 
only (%)

Ties + 
traits (%)

Con 2017 70 64 23
2015 88 46 32
Change -18 +18 -9

Lab 2017 86 58 29
2015 75 63 15
Change +11 -5 +14



Everyone talked about their opponent(s) more 
in 2017

Party 2015 2017 Change
Conservative 76 77 +1
Labour 80 86 +6
Lib Dem 80 90 +10
SNP 58 92 +34
UKIP 31 74 +43
Green 35 64 +29



Which opponents mentioned? % of leaflets

Con Lab LD UKIP Green
Con 2017 71 50 3 1

2015 67 35 29 3
Change +4 +15 -26 -2

Lab 2017 84 20 2 1
2015 80 33 10 1
Change +4 -13 -8 0

LD 2017 81 50 20 0
2015 59 48 1 0
Change +21 +2 +19 0



Which opponents mentioned? % of leaflets

Con Lab LD UKIP Green
SNP 2017 83 8 0 0 0

2015 50 50 20 1 0
Change +33 -42 -20 -1 0

UKIP 2017 59 66 38 2
2015 30 29 14 2
Change +29 +35 +24 0

Green2017 56 16 7 1
2015 29 27 31 21
Change +27 -11 -24 -20



Average number of opponents mentioned



Summary of GE2017 leaflets

ÅIssues: Top issues remain top issues, but clear shift away from 
immigration 

ÅLeaders: Less focus on leaders (with some exceptions)
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